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Kelley Blue Book Identifies 10 Best
Automotive Technologies To
Consider In 2018

IRVINE, Calif., Nov. 7, 2017 /PRNewswire/ -- New-car buyers would do well to
spend less time looking under the hood and more time examining all the
technology in a vehicle. Of course, the powertrain still matters, but more important
is how the driver and vehicle occupants interact with today's increasingly
sophisticated automobiles. To help new-car shoppers navigate available in-car
features, Kelley Blue Book named the 10 Best Automotive Technologies of 2018.

Kelley Blue Book

"Where driving dynamics, comfort and safety are concerned, modern vehicles are
steadily marching down a path toward parity. As such, technology has blossomed
into one of the last great differentiators amongst competing models," said Michael
Harley, group managing editor for Kelley Blue Book. "The tech we've identified as
the best for 2018 should be considered when searching for your next new vehicle.
Regardless of price point, it shouldn't be too difficult to find a vehicle with most of

them — and they're all very helpful.”

10 Best Automotive Technologies of 2018 from Kelley Blue Book

Connected Mobile Apps: Most carmakers offer some sort of connected
smartphone app, but some are better than others. Look for one that lets the owner
remotely lock and unlock the doors, check the status of things like fuel and tire
pressure, and even remotely start the car to warm things up on a cold winter's
morning.

Teen Driver Technology: Many cars have some kind of teen driver limitations
built in that can notify parents if the car is driven over a certain speed, disable the
stereo if seatbelts aren't used, and even keep the stereo from being turned up past
level 7 — never mind full blast! Chevrolet's Teen Driver feature also offers a
Report Card that will tell parents if safety systems like ABS or forward collision
alert have been triggered while Junior was behind the wheel.

Adaptive Cruise Control: By using an array of sensors built into the car, adaptive
cruise control can match the speed of the car ahead, meaning drivers don't need
to be constantly hitting the gas and brake in highway traffic.

LED/Xenon Headlights: Headlights are the only thing between drivers and a
crash when driving at night, so Kelley Blue Book thinks better headlight tech is
essential. Whether it's LED bulbs that never need replacing or older but still-
excellent xenon systems, illuminating the road is the best way to avoid nighttime
collisions. Many luxury cars have "swiveling" bulbs that turn with the road to
illuminate around corners, while auto-high beam systems will keep the vehicle
from blinding other drivers, while maximizing the view of the driver's surroundings.

Apple CarPlay/Android Auto: Plug in a smart phone and it takes over that big
screen, replacing it with something that looks a lot more familiar and easy to use.
Basically every manufacturer (except Toyota/Lexus) has promised support for at
least one or both Apple and Google's systems, but not all trim levels will support
them. Make sure to verify the car has the right options, and that it matches the
preferred mobile devices.


http://www.prnewswire.com/
https://www.kbb.com/car-news/all-the-latest/best-car-technologies/2100004818/

USB Ports: A car full of people is a car full of devices, and everyone needs to
keep their battery topped up. So, check and see how many USB ports the car has.
Pretty much every new car comes with one or two, but some — like the Chrysler
Pacifica, which has nine (in a minivan that only holds seven passengers) — come
with many more than that.

Rear Cross-Traffic Alert: Thanks to sensors built into the rear of the car, the
system can alert the driver to approaching vehicles, shopping carts, or pedestrians
who might wander behind the vehicle without the operator noticing.

Lane Departure Warning: Lane departure warning systems use cameras to
determine if a car has drifted across a marked lane line, giving a visual or audible
notification (or even a vibration through the seat or steering wheel) that the driver
moved too far out of the lane.

Automatic Emergency Braking: Automatic Emergency Braking or AEB uses a
variety of sensors to determine if a forward collision is imminent and automatically
applies the brakes to diminish the severity or avoid a crash entirely.

360-Degree Camera: By combining cameras on every side of the car with some
clever computing power, the car's display can show a virtual top-down view of the
vehicle's surroundings. The systems are getting cheaper and cheaper, and are
available on even moderately priced cars these days.

For more information about the 10 Best Automotive Technologies of 2018,
including video and additional commentary, please visit https://www.kbb.com/car-

news/all-the-latest/best-car-technologies/2100004818/.

To discuss this topic, or any other automotive-related information, with a Kelley
Blue Book analyst on-camera via the company's on-site studio, please contact a
member of the Public Relations team to schedule an interview.

For more information and news from Kelley Blue Book's KBB.com, visit
www.kbb.com/media/, follow us on Twitter atwww.twitter.com/kelleybluebook (or
@kelleybluebook), like our page on Facebook at www.facebook.com/kbb, follow
us on Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/kbb_com/ (or @kbb_com), and get

updates on Google+ at https://plus.google.com/+kbb.

About Kelley Blue Book (www.kbb.com)
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About Cox Automotive

Cox Automotive Inc. is transforming the way the world buys, sells and owns cars
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U.S. consumer car buyers with the most recognized media brands in the industry.
Cox Automotive is a subsidiary of Cox Enterprises Inc., an Atlanta-based company
with revenues exceeding $20 billion and approximately 60,000 employees. Cox
Enterprises' other major operating subsidiaries include Cox Communications and
Cox Media Group. For more information about Cox Automotive,

visit www.coxautoinc.com.
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